GLOWING SCIENCE!

Post-visit Activity/Teacher Led

Grade: K-3

Content Area: Luminescence, Fluorescence & Phosphorescence
Time To Complete:  1 hour 

Title Of Lesson: Glow-In-The-Dark Slime

Lesson Description:

Students will learn how to make slime that glows in the dark, a basic concept of luminescence.  

Objectives:

To be introduced to a fun chemistry activity with the glow-in-the-dark concept in perspective. 

Focus Questions For The Students:

1. What makes an object or material “glow-in-the-dark?”

Materials/Equipment/Resources:

· Borax

· Elmer’s non-toxic white glue

· Glow-Away washable paint (usually found near Tempera paint at craft stores)

· Water

· Bowls of cups

· Spoons

· Measuring Cups

· Ziplock/sealed baggies

Teacher Preparation:

· Have supplies prepared before beginning activity.
· Run through activity prior to class to get an overview of what will be happening.
Procedures:

1. Briefly describe the activity to the class.

2. In a bowl, mix 1/3 cup of glue with 1 cup of water with a spoon.

3. Stir in about half a tube of paint.

4. Pour 1/2 cup of hot water into another bowl, and stir in borax until it stops dissolving.

5. Measure 1/3 cup of the borax solution and mix with 1 cup of the glue/glow mixture.  (It is easier to use hands for mixing this.)

6. Activate the glow by holding the slime under a bright light.  (The brightest glow will come from a UV lamp or fluorescent bulb.)  Now, turn out the lights.

7. Once the students are finished playing with the slime, place it in a Ziplock baggie.

8. Discuss with the students “Why do they think it is important to study luminescence?” based on what they learned from the activity.
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